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culmination of the tendencies was to which the Norman Conquest
gave a strong fresh impetus, we shall see in the twelfth century.
Meanwhile, the villager lived his life much as before, growing hib
food and clothing, with subsistence enough, if coarse and mono-
tonous, not greatly caring whether William or Edward ruled
the country, awaking occasionally to grumble at perhaps a stronger
hand and more exacting rule from his lord, or to bitter complaint
when the new kingfs passion for hunting swept away him and
his land and his rights, to enclose a forest for the royal
pleasuie. Except during the anarchy of Stephen's reign, when
the lords built castles and filled them with ' devils and wicked
men', the village economy went on much as usual for another
century.

Women. It is thought that the Anglo-Saxons did not originally
allow women to hold land, only movable property like furniture.
There is, however, no evidence on the point, and very early we
find them in possession of land. Professor Vinogradoff thinks
this change arose in connexion with boc-Iand, which was land
granted to individuals by special charter from the king and the
transaction recorded on parchment. This custom arose chiefly
in grants to the church, but spread to other holders, among whom
we iind women. At the time of the Conquest Royal Ladies held
largo estates all over the country, and holdings by women of all
classes appear in Domesday Book. An especially interesting
case is that of one Asa, who is stated to have held land separately
from her husband and free of his control, and to have taken her
land with her when she separated from him; on her death it
was granted to her heir and not to her husband.

When a woman held land, in whatever rank (and we find her
doing so as tcnaut-in-chiof down every grade to the smallest
villein), she performed its services, in the higher ranks often
though not always by proxy, in the lower there is little doubt
she carried them through in {wnson. The Norman Conquest,
by the bias of the conquerors towards primogeniture, tended to
lower the status of women, though the constant wars and feuds
often depicted a family of its male heirs in three generations.
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